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Cream of the News 

Wisconsin’s milk production in May was up 3 
percent from a year earlier as output per cow achieved 
a record of 1,025 pounds. 

The wholesale price of 40 pound block cheddar 
cheese declined slightly from April to May but prices 
of Swiss cheese and butter remained unchanged. 

Red meat production in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughter plants during April was down 3% percent 
from last year as a decline in pork output offset an in- 
crease in beef production. 

Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk 
sold in May had a seasonal decline of 6 cents a hun- 
dredweight from a month earlier. 

Butter production in Wisconsin during 1971 in- 
creased for the first time since 1967 while total cheese 
production was arecord level for the 9th straight year. 

The Nation’s stocks of meat in cold storage on 
May 31 were 11 percent below the previous year as 
beef stocks declined 3 percent and pork supplies were 
down 23 percent. 

Higher prices for meat animals contributed to a 
24 point gain in the prices received index for Wiscon- 
sin farm products at mid-May compared with a year 
earlier. 

Butter stocks in the Nation’s cold storage facilities 
at the end of May were 24 percent under a year earlier 
but cheese stocks were up 4 percent. 

The latest round of Brucellosis Ring Tests for 
the period ending in April 1972 showed about 2,100 
fewer herds tested than for the period ending in March 
1971. 

Production of mink pelts in Wisconsin and the 
Nation during 1971 was substantially lower than in 
1970. 

Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul mar- 
ket during May averaged almost $8.00 a hundred- 
weight above last year. 

Hogs and pigs on the Nation’s farms June 1 were 
7 percent below a year earlier. 
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MAY MILK PRODUCTION UP 
3 PERCENT FROM YEAR AGO 


Wisconsin’s dairy herds produced 1,922 million pounds 
of milk during May, an increase of 3 percent from a year ago. 
Production in the first five months of 1972 was also up 3 per- 
cent from the comparable period of 1971. 

Milk production in May was the highest for that month 
since 1965. Output increased seasonally 9 percent from April 
to May compared with a 10 percent gain for those months 
last year. Production per cow achieved a record of 1,025 
pounds in May, an increase of 15 pounds from May 1971. 
Milk cow numbers also continued to increase during May. 
The 1,875,000 milk cows on Wisconsin farms for May were 
the most since September 1968. 

Nationally, milk production in May was up 1 percent 
from the previous year. Production per cow for May showed 
a gain of 2 percent but the number of milk cows on the Na- 
tion’s farms was down | percent. 


Milk Production 






Change from 
last year 







Jan.-May 
1972 






Selected States 





May | Jan.-May 





Percent 





Million pounds 





Wisconsin..... 1,871 1,922 8,430 se 5} +3 
Minnesota .... 977 968 4,524 -—1 —1 
LOWS Se cio, assis 445 431 1,951 —3 —1 
New York .... 985 984 4,482 n.c. nae: 
Pennsylvania .. 654 658 3,072 +1 +2 
California..... 862 905 4,146 + 5 +5 
Other states... 5,395 5,439 24,778 + 1 +2 
United States. . 11,189 11,307 51,383 + 1 oD 





BUTTER STOCKS LOWER 
BUT CHEESE STOCKS UP 


Butter stocks in cold storage in the Nation at the end of 
May were down 24 percent from a year earlier but cheese 
stocks increased 4 percent. About 158% million pounds of 
butter were in cold storage on May 31, a decline of 51 million 
pounds from that date in 1971. Government stocks of butter 
amounted to about 123% million pounds, 30 percent under 
the previous year. 
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Total cheese in cold storage at the end of May was nearly 
349% million pounds, a gain of 12 million pounds from a year 
ago. Stocks of American cheese were up 4 percent from May 
31 last year. Swiss cheese in cold storage was down a fourth 
but all other cheese increased 6 percent. The Government 
had only 435,000 pounds of American cheese in cold storage 
at the end of May compared with 1,726,000 pounds a year 
earlier. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 

























Change 
Commodity “Eee from last 
year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
UNITED STATES 
BUtter aie so eteet Case wens 146,655 209,786 158,655 — 24 
Cheese, American ...... 281,548 268,823 280,350 + 4 
GHEESE | SWISS s:> causes 10,097 11,248 8,462 —25 
Cheese, all other ....... 44,697 57,306 60,591 TO) 
Cheese; total Vi okies se sc 336,342 337,377 349,403 ae acs 
WISCONSIN 
Buttecicaicre alee, oe heels suena e 8,061 9,245 1/ - 
Cheese, American ...... 163,784 158,634 1/ = 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 
BUtter vanes ayerao ne wees 107,212 176,312 123,637 — 30 
Cheese, American ....... 414 1,726 435 — 75 





1/Not available. *Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 


Change 
from 
last year 













April 30, 
1970 


April 30, 
1971 


April 30, 


Commodity 1972 








Percent 





1,000 pounds 


Dried whole milk.......... 5,145 5,611 Soa Sa) =— 8 
Dried:skimumil Kyo. 3 oie 98,685 101,682 74,531 =— 27 
Dried (buttermilk 2 aoe ae 10,018 7,529 4,776 =— 37 
Condensed milk and evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/ .. 79,609 51,247 77,026 + 50 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


MILK PRICES DOWN 
SEASONALLY IN MAY 


Wisconsin farmers are expected to receive $5.36 a hun- 
dredweight for all milk produced in May, down 6 cents from 
April but 16 cents above May 1971. A year ago milk prices 
also declined 6 cents from April to May. 

All milk sold in April returned an average of $5.42 a 
hundredweight, 8 cents under March but 16 cents more than 





a year earlier. Milkfat content for April averaged 3.71 percent 
compared with 3.70 percent in April last year. 

Grade A milk producers received $5.60 a hundredweight 
for April, a decline of 7 cents from March but 13 cents above 
April a year ago. Manufacturing grade milk averaged $5.20 a 
hundredweight during April, 9 cents below the previous month 
but 18 cents higher than April 1971. The spread between 
market and manufacturing grade milk was 40 cents in April 
compared with 45 cents for that month last year. 


Milk Prices 1/ 














April 
price per cwt. 





March 1972 1972 






















Selected States Z price 
Average Price 1971 1972 72/71 per 
test per cwt. change | owt. 2/ 











Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 






Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 


Wisconsin a. eer 3.73 §.50 5.26 5.42 =P. Bl 5.36 
Minnesota ...... 3.59 5.12 4.89 5.11 +4 5.05 
LOWA aoc core Sone 5.41 5.15 5.30 +3 5722 
New York iz. 7ioee 3.66 6.05 5.80 S25) -1 5.60 
Californiaya.=2) er 3.70 5.60 5.25 5.50 + 5 5.30 
United States .... 3.71 6.01 S27 5.84 +2 Sart 
Wisconsin utilization 
Market milk ..... 3.74 5.67 5.47 5.60 +2 XXX 
Manufacturing milk} 3.71 5.29 5.02 5.20 +4 XXX 
Creameriess. 2545 3.68 Sak7, 4.94 5.14 +4 Xxx 
Cheese factories . . Ser 5.311 5.03 Bie4il +4 XXX 
Varied prod. plants} 3.69 5.20 5.00 5.16 +3 XXX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary informa- 
tion for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 





Change from 





Utilization 1 

ast year 

Percent 
Milk ‘for ‘alliusesiirs aie om nre tara +2 
Market) mil kin sieraneeer toric were +2 
Manufacturing milk’. 2.5... <)..). «1 =p 8} 
Creameriesy, anes. mi ckeientee ece +4 
American cheese plants ....... ams) 
Varied products plants ........ +4 


Federal Order Markets 
Chicago Regional Base Zone 3/. . 5.43 5.62 5.54 +28 


1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 3/Includes Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 
and Winnebago County, Illinois. 








NATION'S BUTTER PRODUCTION 
LOWER BUT CHEESE OUTPUT UP 


The Nation’s butter production of 110% million pounds 
in April was down 2 percent from a year earlier but total 
cheese output increased 7 percent. Wisconsin creameries 
churned 4 percent more butter in April than a year ago. How- 
ever, butter production for both Minnesota and Iowa during 
April was 7 percent under the previous year. All other states 
showed a decline of 2 percent in butter production from 
April last year. 

Production of all cheese in the Nation during April was 
up 10 percent from a year earlier. Increases by varieties were 
Brick and Muenster 21 percent, American 12 percent, Swiss 
9 percent, Italian 4 percent, Limburger 2 percent, and all other 
cheese 9 percent. 

Wisconsin’s production of American cheese in April was 
10 percent greater than the previous year. Minnesota manu- 
factured 21 percent more American cheese in April than a 
year ago. Missouri’s output of American cheese for April was 
up 4 percent while all other states showed a gain of 13 percent. 


June 1972 


WISCONSIN FARM REPORTER 3 





Production of cottage cheese curd in the Nation during 
April was down 2 percent from a year earlier and output of 
creamed cottage cheese declined 3 percent. This was the first 
time that cottage cheese production was under the previous 
year since June 1971. 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 





Change from 
last year 









Item and area 
Jan.-April 








1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
‘Wisconsin Freier cele ese iatss 19,750 20,450 74,350 + 4 noc: 
Minnesota ccaneeie ete 28,900 27,000 103,000 —- 7 — 7 
LOWa! 45) adja arene ss at eectetals 8,650 8,050 31,620 — 7 — § 
Other statesinieee eee $5,695 $4,750 208,920 —- 2 + 1 
United Statesics «ei. 6 112,995 110,250 417,890 =— 2 — 2 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
WISCONSIN cece ene sees 61,800 68,200 249,000 + 10 + 12 
Minn eSOfam -tarercuetaieeeten eros 14,900 18,040 68,170 Te Pal sre eS 
MiSsOUTisS cia ale pieces ciets. 8,400 8,700 25,980 + 4 7 6 
Othenstates cnceeieateccr ole $2,180 58,950 205,300 ae Us) + 14 
United Statesiaae. cm cre 137,280 153,890 548,450 + 12 + 14 
CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
SWISS penisdoncisie ac, repeee 3 13,330 14,585 56,700 + 9 +18 
Brick and Muenster... 5,170 6,255 23,855 + 21 + 18 
Pamburgerlny versie 205 210 880 + 2 = 9) 
Ttalianw Fen. 2 tvs oa 39,980 41,585 165,195 + 4 + 11 
Allother sacGiee «sae 14,315 15,570 64,170 + 9 a. 
EO tal aeteccnerey sr stayensrsrerers 73,000 78,205 310,800 ce Mf ad fi 
ALL CHEESE 
United ‘States se... 2 vee 2105280 9232,095 859.2508 st) 10 +13 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd) )/e)). is ake 66,045 65,030 266,200 — 2 + 3 
Greamed 2 ails... 90,470 87,370 355,015 =a SD: a PA 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
WiSCONSIf eA. teiere eater 1,550 1,460 3,92 iO =e! 
Min OFS Resemers one siete yausys 3,540 3,500 12,020 - 1 —- § 
LOWS Cori. teve tae a erect ts 665 615 2,480 —- 8 are 
Michigan wher ne sane 3,020 2,850 11,210 — 6 oer 
Minnesota ic faces 2 2,395 2,250 8,960 — 6 ape iP} 
Other states aac $3,545 §1,720 197,960 —- 3 + 52 
United States ....... 64,715 62,395 238,555 —- 4 + 1 








1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


WHOLESALE PRICES FOR SWISS 
CHEESE AND BUTTER UNCHANGED 


Wholesale prices of Swiss cheese and butter remained 
the same from April to May but the cheddar cheese price de- 
clined slightly. Butter, 92-score at New York, averaged 68% 
cents a pound for May, equal to April and nearly the same as 
May 1971. 

Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged 72% cents 
a pound in May, up 8 cents from a year earlier. The 40 pound 
block cheddar cheese average at Wisconsin primary markets 
was 57% cents a pound for May compared with almost 58 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 







May 
1972 1/ 


May 
1971 


April 
1972 





Commodity 











68.75¢ 68.75¢ 





Butter, 92-score, New York, pound.... 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 








68.72¢ 


markets, 40 lb. blocks, pound 2/ ... 56.09¢ 57.94¢ 57.75¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 
block pound:2)) shinies sicia) sewn. 3's 64.50¢ 72.50¢ 72.50¢ 


Evaporated milk, North Central States, 
case, 48-14% oz. cans, range.......- $7.70-8.77 $7.70-9.10 $—-—-—-—— 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 
BLGas POUNG Noaeiakete ts (leo cisvakenshst 31.57¢ 31.46¢ 31.36¢ 


1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 





cents in the previous month. Wholesale prices of cheddar 
cheese averaged 56.09 cents a pound in May 1971. 


1971 MANUFACTURED DAIRY PRODUCTS 


Butter production in Wisconsin dairy plants during 1971 
increased for the first time since 1967, while cheese produc- 
tion was at a record level for the 9th consecutive year. 

Wisconsin creameries churned 204 million pounds of 
butter in 1971, up 24% percent from 1970. Total cheese pro- 
duction, at 986 million pounds, was up 4 percent from a year 
earlier. All varieties of cheese showed production gains in 1971 
except for Swiss and Limburger. Output of American cheese, 
which accounted for 68 percent of all cheese, was 3 percent 
greater in 1971 than in 1970. 

Wisconsin cheese factories made over 671 million pounds 
of American cheese in 1971. The production of cheddar was 
up 2 percent and other types increased 11 percent. 

Swiss cheese production declined 8 percent in 1971 from 
the previous year. Output of Muenster cheese amounted to 
32 million pounds, 16 percent more than in 1970 and a record 
high. Brick cheese production, at 13% million pounds, was up 
3 percent in 1971. 


Manufactured Dairy Products, Wisconsin, 1970—71 








Change 

- Product 1971 1/ | from 
last year 
Thousands Percent 


Creamery butter (including whey butter). . 198,832 202,320 + 2 


Cheese 
AIMOTICAD carers ncestsyorarede¥s Ait ol hon erates a 652,340 671,417 ras. 
Ched dare crete se ccskieyesetetisdsss a, cuntene $69,850 579,722 aes pe 
Other types 32)/) je cteryecccperenes Sete ss 82,490 91,695 + 11 
Swiss (drum and block) ............ 38,201 3559 12 —- 8 
Muenster sc ois aces ecelte srisiecatiacoeweira: So) ariel 27-6200 1S2.0') SaeeLO 
Brickae craters + Sie cotseeuatoe siete econ eneceiees 13,170 13,506 eS 
Brick and Muenster Total ........ 40,798 45,584 + 12 
AM BULger Seger cre ie areericies enone asl 1,190 1,097. 8 
GLAS ET yates rou wea RO cs CROC nOenen CC 154,343 165,566 mie) ef 
All other cheese (excluding cottage cheese) 60,719 67,393 + 11 
Total cheese (excluding cottage cheese)... 947,591 986,369 + 4 


Condensed and powdered products 
Sweetened condensed whole milk, 


(UU See AS be Go clivom sulaeas molar 24,914 31,174 + 25 
Unsweetened condensed whole milk, 
(bulk goods)..... NEN RTE bal hane seine tele 28,931 26,911 —- 7 
Evaporated whole milk unsweetened, 
(GEO) oh eS aio ocean Go noe 3/ 3/ NK 
Total condensed whole milk ........ 53,8455 958,065) 4. 8 
Condensed skim milk (bulk goods) 
Sweetened. ccses. steve ttre anciienote ay eters 50,266 42,227 —16 
Wnsweetenéed. Sos eae ck ces ss 153,766 184,122 + 20 


Total sweetened and unsweetened skim 
MTVAD ES fo teres hasty oes oietaie es oe vues ciara ORs gs 


Condensed whey se .ccaver wie ge eres cco 
Dried skim milk for human use 


204,032 226,349 + 11 
151,553) 91905873.) 1926 


SPLaAY, DIOCESS ge). Arteta ol etete =v st is 186,677 181,100 — 3 
Rolter process ims erispats shoes tereec) = — _ 

Total spray androller ........ 186,677 181,100 — 3 

Dried skim milk for animal feed...... 860 842 2 


Drie @iwholesmil vere asicterele sistance ts oe 
Drie adsoutter mil Ke cael = sos aioli 
Dried: Whey 7 Bic aid.iiecs.6 ccc mes sis ole eo ere 


3,909 4,637 + 
12,459 CSO SS5745} 
292,981 332,884 + 





Malted milk-powdem no). iee siee1e oe 19,368 17,649 9 
Other products 

Tce Crean ccc tacsere cae, ey siete sileiiatenss 21,411 20,010 — 7 

MOGUL ae pia ste clever gallate datisyle Taeel cifemolions 6,207 S,Oo2 — 19 

Cottage cheese Curd! +. cc-si5 saps seats 39,437 39,971 + 1 

Cottage cheese creamed «...4:.5..... $4,020 54,236 n.c. 








1/Preliminary. 2/Includes Colby, Jack, Monterey and Granular. 3/Production not 
shown when less than 3 plants reported or individual plant operations might be 
disclosed. 
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Production of Italian cheese during 1971 reached another 
high. A total of 165% million pounds of Italian cheese were 
produced in 1971, 7 percent more than in 1970. Output of 
Limburger cheese declined 8 percent from 1970 to 1971 but 
production of all other cheese increased 11 percent. 

Total condensed whole milk made in 1971 was 8 per- 
cent above the previous year. Sweetened and unsweetened 
condensed skim milk production rose 11 percent from 1970 
to 1971 while condensed whey was up 26 percent. 

Output of dried skim milk for human use during 1971 
was down 3 percent from a year earlier and dried buttermilk 
production declined 25 percent. Production of dried whole 
milk in 1971 was up 19 percent from 1970 and dried whey 
increased 14 percent. 

Dairy plants in Wisconsin produced 7 percent less ice 
cream during 1971 than in the previous year. Ice milk pro- 
duction was down 19 percent and output of malted milk pow- 
der declined 9 percent. Production of cottage cheese curd in 
1971 was up 1 percent from 1970 but output of creamed 
cottage cheese showed little change. 


NATION’S BUTTER OUTPUT 
TO CONTINUE LOWER 


Based on weekly receipts of milk by dairy plants, the 
Nation’s production of butter in May will continue under a 
year earlier. The National butter output for May is expected 
to be 2 percent below last year. This is the same decline as 
shown in the first four months of 1972. Wisconsin’s butter 
production for May could show an increase after being about 
equal to a year ago from January through April. 

American cheese production in Wisconsin and the Na- 
tion during May will remain above the previous year but the 
increase will not be as large as in the first four months of 1972. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 




















Butter American Cheese 
United States Wisconsin United States Wisconsin 
Periods 
Production Change | Change Production Change | Change 
from last | from last from last | from last 
1972 1972 
year year year year 
1,000 lbs. Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent 
ZALDIAL Geese 110,250 —2 +4 153,890 ae +10 
Jan.-April...} 417,890 —2 Nn. €. 548,450 +14 +12 
Weeks ending 
May 4.. 25,500 —2 +4 37,500 me + ..6 
May 11.. 25,800 —3 + 6 37,900 nz bed + 6 
May 18.. 26,700 +1 +6 38,900 =e are. Ee re 
May 25.. 26,800 —3 —4 40,100 + 8 + § 
June sia. 28,000 —2 aS 41,200 ho | ty 7, 
otal is cesar 132,800 —2 Xxx 195,600 ae fs XXX 
MEAT STOCKS DOWN 


FROM LAST YEAR 


The Nation’s cold storage stocks of meat at the end of 
May were 11 percent less than a year earlier. Beef stocks were 
down 3 percent and pork supplies declined 23 percent. 

Total beef in cold storage on May 31 amounted to al- 
most 276 million pounds, a decrease of over 9 million from 
a year ago and nearly 7 million pounds under the previous 
month. 


The 383 million pounds of pork in cold storage at the 
end of May were 111% million pounds less than a year earlier. 
This was the sixth consecutive month that pork stocks were 
below the previous year. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 








Change 





April 30, 















Commodity 1972 from 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
Frozen soc eieicemeeatee 342,870 277,220 272,951 266,387 —- 4 
In’ cureand) cured fy2c. 41.12 10,227 7,855 9,520 9345 9 
‘TOtal meiairestcaaie acces» 353,097 9 28s5,0om 282,479.05 245,732 -— 3 
Pork: 
Prozeninc ae emer ce 327,450 471,543 373,702 360,423 — 24 
Inicoolem nc saeenner 23,07 6a ee o.oo 4 eee 1.409 meee Sod — 2 
Total Cokes Soeteetenne 350,526 494,797 395,171 383,284 -— 23 
Other meats and meat 
products: 
Veal; frozen. scierentern. 10,798 9,511 8,533 8,327 — 12 
Lamb and mutton, frozen.| 18,808 22,506 15,714 17e2 40 — 24 


Canned meats in cooler: 
Hams (ssa cys perc eactche 625179 O0,039 95,5298 9 89.325. 54 


20,431 18,898 20,478 20,768 + 10 
815,839 897,426 817,696 794,645 ci 





RED MEAT SUPPLY 
DOWN IN APRIL 


Production of red meat in Wisconsin’s commercial slaugh- 
ter plants totaled almost 95 million pounds during April, 12 
percent less than March and 3% percent below April a year 
ago. Output of beef in April was up 13 percent but pork pro- 
duction declined 18 percent. 

Cattle slaughter for April amounted to 82,000 head, up 
8,000 from the previous year. Average liveweight of cattle, at 
1,139 pounds in April, was 25 pounds heavier than April last 
year. 

The 293,000 hogs slaughtered in April were 61,000 
fewer than a year ago. Hog liveweight averaged 236 pounds 
for April, 1 pound lighter than last year. 

Calf slaughter continued to decline. Only 19,300 calves 
were slaughtered in April compared with 21,800 a year earlier. 
The average liveweight of 175 pounds for calves killed in 
April was 31 pounds more than the previous year and the 
heaviest on record. A total of 200 sheep and lambs were 
butchered during April, 100 more than April 1971. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 






Liveweight 























Area Change April 
from 
last year 1971 1972 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin ....... 74.0 82.0 ss al | 82.4 93.4 

United States 1/ .. | 2,888.5 2,763.4 = 4 2,979.1 2,875.9 
Calves 

Wisconsin ......... 21.8 £953) aa Bed: 3.4 

United States Wee = 321.4 239.1 — 26 717.8 $9.4 
Hogs 

Wisconsin ....... 354.0 293.05 — 17 83.9 69.1 

United States 1/ .. | 8,457.6 71,;256-8 — 14 2,008.7 1,723.9 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin ....... al oh OO -009 -019 

United States 1/.. 951.5 821.5 = leh 99.1 87.7 





1/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 
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BARROW AND GILT PRICES HIGHER 


Prices of barrow and gilts at the St. Paul market averaged 
$25.40 a hundredweight during May, an increase of $2.56 
from April and almost $8.00 more than May last year. The 
May average was just 20 cents a hundredweight under the 
high for 1972 of $25.60 in February. Barrow and gilt prices 
during May increased about $2.00 a hundredweight from the 
beginning to the end of the month. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
ove St. Paul 


Monthly Averages !970,71,72 





Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES UP 


Prices of good grade steers at the St. Paul market averaged 
$33.33 a hundredweight for May, a gain of $1.25 from the 
previous month and $3.54 above May 1971. Utility cows at 
St. Paul averaged $27.14 a hundredweight in May, up $1.03 
from April and $3.79 more than a year earlier. Prices of good 
grade feeder steers at the Kansas City market averaged $37.42 
during May, an increase of $2.22 from April and $6.14 higher 
than May last year. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 


S. Sf. Paul & Kansas City Monthly Averages 1970, 71,72 


ema = 


\Good Steers 





S St Paul 
aus —Utility Cows 
0 AS St Poul 
von 1970 Jan. 1971 Jan. 1972 Jan. 


BRT DAIRY HERDS TESTED 
CONTINUE TO DECLINE 


The latest round of Brucellosis Ring Tests for the period 
ending in April 1972 showed 57,239 patron samples tested, 
about 2,100 fewer than in the period ending March 1971. This 
represented a decline of 3% percent in the number of dairy 
herds tested by BRT laboratories. The southeast district of the 
State had the largest decline, nearly 6 percent. From April 
1969 to April 1972, the number of dairy herds tested were 
down 11 percent. 
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BRT Dairy Herds: Number by Counties, Wisconsin 
Selected Test Periods, 1970, 1971, 1972 
Test Period 


Test Period 


Test Period 









































Ended Ended Ended 1972 as 
County March 1970 March 1971 April 1972 oie 
No. Herds No. Herds No. Herds A 
Barron :...... 1,683 1,631 1,600 
Bayfield ...... 344 317 295 
Burnett <5. ...; 338 316 302 
Chippewa .... 1,540 1,498 1,468 
Douglas. 25.0 ac 144 136 120 
Polkiten satan 1,261 1,244 1,212 
Rusk eae oes 761 730 716 
Sawyer cere: 183 168 163 
Washburn..... 273 263 QS 
N. W. District 6,527 6,303 6,133 cs ip be 
Ashland. aescuca> 252 234 216 
Clank Prep scg. ovat 2,289 2,244 2,150 
ISON acta cpar st crete 40 31 31 
Isincolnva- ee 490 468 453 
Marathon..... 2,960 2,911 2,818 
Oneida ee 25 22 22 
PEICE Aye castes. 585 554 529 
Taylor 223. se- 1,191 1,136 Lota 
Vilas: 220 sae Ae 9 4 3 
N. District 7,841 7,604 SPER 96.5 
Florence... 52 50 44 
HOPeSt (n..5 free 2 84 a3 76 
Banglade eyo. 463 448 428 
Marinette..... 566 545 aS) 
Menominee ... 2 2 2} 
‘Oconto... 1,112 1,091 1,062 
Shawano ..... 1,644 1,610 1,543 
N.E. District 3,923 3,819 3,690 96.6 
Buffalowwas oe 856 823 800 
DUTY Ah oe od 1,368 15328 1,272 
Eau Claire =). 761 734 714 
Jackson: % 5.0212: 629 601 582 
MaiCrosse ni... 633 615 589 
Monroe ...... 1,304 1,266 1224 
Pepin'ss cepts sre 356 346 329 
Pierce? she 7 seas 944 903 846 
St, Croix, ccsssac 1,083 1,060 LOL7 
Trempealeau .. 1,274 1,230 1,196 
W. District 9,208 8,906 8,566 96.2 
(AGAam Steere 168 159 © 53) 
Green Lake ... 476 461 449 
Juneau eae 515 499 473 
Marquette .... 274 260 253 
Portagez. se 830 781 7143 
Waupaca ..... 1,194 1,170 1,143 
Waushara..... 489 482 436 
WOO Gis cite 993 944 907 
C. District 4,936 4,756 4,557 95.8 
IBrOWIE cee leronees 1,262 1,214 1,180 
Calumet ty. 931 915 898 
D600 kee Usha 694 671 
Fond du Lac .. 1,542 1,517 1,488 
Kewaunee .... 1,063 1,028 1,004 
Manitowoc ... 1,451 1,416 1,384 
Outagamie .... 1,325 1,309 1,259 
Sheboygan.... 1,028 998 926 
Winnebago.... 7176 760 724 
E. District 10,095 9,851 9,534 96.8 
Crawford ..... 802 775 743 
Grant)jccc oes 1,776 1,715 1,661 
LOWAT tis sass 1,072 1,038 1,012 
Lafayette ..... 1,102 1,063 1,019 
Richland, ==... 1,054 1,023 966 
Sake encase aces 1,156 1,101 1,060 
Vernon. 2 .s.4.% 4 1,811 1,761 1,694 
S. W. District 8,773 8,476 8,155 96.2 
Columbia..... ae 706 686 
Wane cues siete 1757 1,688 1,613 
Dodges aerac 1,886 1,815 a6 
GLee@N 435.5% 501 252 1,234 1,206 
Jefferson ..... 984 922 897 
ROCK ent auictats 7182 760 721 
S. District 7,388 Te2'S 6,899 96.8 
Kenosha...... 227 218 Dilel 
Milwaukee .... VG) 15 15 
Ozaukee 2... 329 306 278 
Racine: fais: s 239 238 232 
Walworth..... 638 607 581 
Washington ... 781 744 691 
Waukesha..... 404 384 358 
S.E. District 2,635 ake 2,366 94.2 
State 61,326 59,352 $7,239 96.4 
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HOG INVENTORY DOWN SHARPLY through November quarter indicate 105,000 sows, a decline 
Wisconsin farmers had 1,450,000 hogs and pigs June 1, of 14 percent. 

down 19 percent from a year ago. Market hogs, estimated at Hogs and pigs on farms in the 10 Corn Belt States on 

1,189,000, were 20 percent below the previous year. Breeding June 1 totaled 46,057,000, a decline of 5 percent from the 

hogs totaled 261,000, a decline of 14 percent from June 1971. previous year. Breeding stock was down 4 percent, and market 
A total of 122,000 sows farrowed from March through hogs decreased 5 percent from June 1, 1971. 

May, a drop of 18 percent from the second quarter last year. There were 3,083,000 sows farrowing in the 10 Corn 


Pigs per litter averaged 7.40, slightly below the 7.57 realized Belt States during March through May, 7 percent below that 
in 1971. The pig crop of 903,000 was 20 percent under a year quarter a year ago. 


earlier. Corn Belt farmers plan to reduce farrowings 4 percent 

Wisconsin hog producers plan only a slight decline in ex- from a year ago during the June through August quarter. Far- 
pected sow farrowings during the June-August quarter. Inten- rowing intentions for the September through November quar- 
tions are to farrow 101,000 sows, 97 percent of actual far- ter indicate a decline of 2 percent from that period in 1971. 


rowings a year earlier. Farrowing intentions for the September 


All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market 
June 1, 1971 and 1972, 10 States 
































For breeding Market Total hogs and pigs 
State 1971 1972 Change from 1971 1972 Change from 1972 Change from 
last year last year last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
OROn ae se oes 369 345 — 7 2,173 2,120 — 2 2,542 2,466 = 3 
Indianal y).jc1. 692 650 —- 6 4,288 4,350 a 4,980 5,000 ere. 
TPN OS! Seer ene 991 1,112 + 12 6,090 6,063 nc 7,081 7,175 +> i 
Wisconsin..... 303 261 — 14 1,480 1,189 — 20 1,783 1,450 — 19 
Minnesota .... 598 549 — 8 35255 2,883 —12 3,856 3,432 =—11 
LOWa? diooe ects 2,258 2,160 —- 4 13,315 12,740 — 4 15,573 14,900 -—- 4 
Missouri...... 7129 680 Cares 3,826 3,720 —- 3 4,555 4,400 ee 
South Dakota . 313 241 — 23 2,095 1,613 — 23 2,408 1,854 — 23 
Nebraska ..... 535 495 — 7 3,033 2,805 =— 8 3,568 3,300 ——8 
Kansas (005,22 23 291 Se a7 1,827 1,789 —.2 2,100 2,080 = 
Total 10 States. 7,061 6,784 —- 4 41,385 48,446 














Sows to Farrow, June through November, 10 States 





























June through August September through November 
pies 1971 1972 1/ Change from 1971 1972 1/ Change from 
last year last year 
1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
QOhioy SF . teeiee argperetsehsss 142 125 —12 135 130 — 4 
Tidiana oo nrsccrsvcrsistara.c es 244 235 -—- 4 210 215 <P 
Jilin O1Siges, torharaerseeuarot ele 395 415 ah 375 410 + 9 
WISCONSIN 25 eei ela chal cteve 104 101 —- 3 122 105 —14 
Minnesota (oc. cotter ree 198 190 —- 4 172 170 —- 1 
TOW 4.5.5 cccleus ses ysnsaaene 647 602 =a if 714 680 aS 
MISSOUTI 9 3G. 4.ce heres es 270 250 = 7 281 265 —- 6 
south Dakota [aae- wee 4 he | 65 — 16 98 85 — 13 
Nebraska) oo occ a custens, ss 165 157 = § 194 184 - § 
Katisas: 2.96.2 co0ctsreesaens 88 90 ne ps 119 124 + 4 
Total 10;States” sq sue os 2,330 2,230 — 4 2,420 2,368 — 2 
1/Number indicated by breeding intentions reports. 
Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop 
March through May, 1971 and 1972, 10 States 
Sows farrowing Pigs per litter Pig crop 1/ 
inte 1971 1972 Change from 1971 1972 1971 1972 Change from 
last year last year 
1,000 head Percent Head 1,000 head Percent 

ORIG Peeve Shae osteo VETO heme hae 147 139 ae) 7.10 7.30 1,044 1,015 = 7} 
Tiana peice cess chebeacaeme ert 264 256 —- 3 7.54 W393 1,991 1,876 = 6 
Tin Oist, << fins7. Bese oiiets sare 489 495 + 1 7.05 7.10 3,447 3515 a 12) 
WISCONSIN | Siieuspsus cece whens © suai 149 122 —18 Wa Son 7.40 1,128 903 — 20 
IMinnesOta ters excess Greweeetetn eters Pe Bf 236 —13 7.45 To 5 2,019 1,782 —12 
LOWS ssile\ sae sdychepereueve eaeieter aroun 1,123 1,044 — 7 7.10 7.30 7,973 7,621 -—- 4 
IMiSSOUEI) Siac tera ne oe 317 285 — 10 4 eau i jap Jp} 2387 2,058 —11 
South: Dakotalhirnicsehncs iene 190 141 — 26 7.30 7.25 1,387 1,022 — 26 
Nebraskaiisicivcerts auste a eialiors ene 252 240 = 5 Tas Wee 1,852 WAT IPR —- 7 
KANSAS, i eisie ne ius ee cucuee ein aynitohe 122 25 +2 Det 7.87 943 984 + 4 
MOotalelO States we mecsta gd. cos ensiaven ssc 3,324 3,083 at | Wen 7.30 24,101 22,504 —- 7 


1/Number of pigs born March through May that were on hand June 1 or had been sold. 
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PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 
HIGHER IN MAY 


The index of prices received for Wisconsin farm products 
averaged 361 percent of the 1910-14 base as of May 15, an 
increase of 5 points (1 percent) from a month earlier and 24 
points (7 percent) above last year. Higher prices for meat 
animals and some crops offset a decline for milk and poultry. 

Hog prices averaged $25.20 a hundredweight at mid-May, 
up $2.70 from the previous month and $7.40 above a year 
ago. This was the highest monthly price for hogs since March 
1970. 

Steers and heifers averaged $32.50 a hundredweight for 
May, a gain of $2.00 from April and $4.00 more than May 
1971. Slaughter cows, at $25.00 a hundredweight on May 15, 
were $1.50 above the previous month and $3.60 higher than 
last year. 

Calf prices reached another new high. Calves averaged 
$47.50 a hundredweight for mid-May, an increase of $1.00 
from April and $6.50 above a year ago. 

Sheep averaged $5.90 a hundredweight for May, the 
same as April but 10 cents under May 1971. Lambs, at $29.00 
a hundredweight, were up $2.00 from mid-April and $1.50 
higher than May a year earlier. The May 15 wool price of 40 
cents a pound was 16 cents above a year ago and the highest 
since December 1966. 

Egg prices averaged only 22 cents a dozen as of mid-May, 
2 cents below last year and the lowest egg price since June 
1959. Turkeys, at 20 cents a pound liveweight for May, were 
down | cent from April but unchanged from May 1971. 

Corn prices averaged $1.17 a bushel on May 15, 26 cents 
below last year but the same as two years ago. Oats increased 
1 cent a bushel from April to May but at 71 cents a bushel for 
mid-May was 3 cents lower than the previous year. Soybeans 
averaged $3.30 a bushel in May, 5 cents under a month earlier 
but 55 cents above a year ago. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 








M 
Commodity ty 





ranches in 1971 than a year earlier. The number of females 
bred to produce kits in 1972 was 15 percent less than in the 
previous year. 

Wisconsin, the leading mink producing state, was down 
27 percent in pelt production from 1970 to 1971. The num- 
ber of mink ranches in Wisconsin for 1971 declined 26 per- 
cent from a year earlier. Wisconsin mink raisers had 12 percent 
fewer females bred to produce kits in 1972 than in 1971. 


Mink Production 














Pelts Produced 
1971 i 1970 


Ranches Producing Pelts 
1971 1970 





Females Bred 
1972 | 1971 











Number 1,000 1,000 

Wisconsin..... 366 497 974 1,340 241 275 

Minnesota .... 193 290 459 610 119 137 

taht .cae.. aaa 261 308 340 396 94.5 108 

Washington ... 91 109 195 255 40 $2.5 
ORO Gotan shes 69 99 169 210 36 Sy (ARS 
Oregon’ ee... : 62 91 155 197 36 46.0 
WUIinOISs ee 44 64 143 204 39 43.5 
Michigan ..... 53 82 135 180 34.5 36.5 
New York .... 65 90 129 177 Sars 35.5 
Pennsylvania .. 68 106 123 159 38 40.5 
Idaho wn. Yew We 49 58 119 139 35 38.5 
LOW. Goins a eee 71 89 iW vz) 132 a3 3525 
South Dakota . 16 28 61 79.5 16.5 18.5 
Indiana 7... ops 32 36.5 46 8.5 10.5 
Massachusetts . 24 45 35.5 67 6.7 1335 
All other states . 161 239 193 340 47.5 62.5 
United States. . 1,615 25227 3,380 4,532 858 1,011 





STATE’S CHERRY CROP 
EXPECTED TO BE DOWN 


Wisconsin’s tart cherry crop for 1972 is forecast at 5,000 
tons, down 3,000 from 1971 but above the production for 
1969 and 1970. Bloom conditions were good for this year’s 
cherry crop but the winter had taken a toll on some of the 
orchards. Those trees that survived the winter should have a 
good crop. 

The 1972 tart cherry crop in the Great Lake States is 
forecast at 148,700 tons, up 18 percent from 1971. Michigan, 
the leading cherry producing State, expects an increase of 29 




















1972 
percent. Losses from winter injury and frost during bloom 
Doll ; ‘ 
i ade were very light. New York’s crop is forecast at 20,000 tons, 2 
Milk cows ....... 370.00 400.00 425.00 430.00 : 
Steers and heifers. . 27.30 28.50 30.50 32.50 percent below last season. A cherry crop of 8,000 tons is ex- 
pate" NN a) ee ees ren fees pected in Pennsylvania, up 5 percent from a year ago. Ohio’s 
Hogs 23.30 17.80 22.50 25.20 1972 cherry output should total about 700 ton compared 
Sheep: cua nsioe : 6.20 6.00 5.90 5.90 with 500 tons in 1971. 
Lambs Zaki py setar : 26.20 27.50 27.00 29.00 
Wool fase : .36 24 .34 .40 
Chickens 1/.....- .075 .085 .090 .085 
TUrk6VSi..-cheyenstoests 5 .260 .200 .210 .200 
Eggs skies; Sues : .260 .240 .230 .220 rare Chastias 
Cornett: eee : 1.17 1.43 1.15 G27 
Oats: Sobel .68 .74 .70 ah Pasion 
Soybeans... ...... 2.50 2.75 3:35 3.30 State 
Alfalfa hay, baled . 19.50 22.00 23.00 23.00 1970 1971 =| ~—:1972 Ind. 
1/Excludes broilers. Tons 
Newer Gor ress. be tilda 4 18,200 20,500 20,000 
Pennsylvania j..4 6 2.00 oe <s 8,090 7,600 8,000 
MINK PRODUCTION Gilead: aie lo, ee Saye 1,000 500 700 
KEEPS DECLINING hsigarneh eek ape ees 79,000 89,000 115,000 
WASCOTISE I een aneiter erat clits) ae a ete 3,490 8,350 5,000 
The number of mink pelts produced in the Nation during a prea pees Bee 25% B77 68 125,980 one 
hs estern States 1/ 2/..... ; : . 
1971 totaled 3,380,000, a decline of 25 percent from 1970. a. aaa een aes one 


From 1969 to 1971, production of mink pelts in the Nation 
was down 41 percent. There were 27 percent fewer mink 








1/Idaho, Colorado, Utah, and Oregon for 1970. Excludes Idaho and Washington 
for 1971. 2/June 1 forecast. 
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JUNE CROP REPORT 


Some farmers were done haying by the middle of June 
but others had just started. Slightly over a third of the first 
crop hay was made in the State by mid-June. The crop was 
shorter than normal because of severe winterkill and dry spring 
weather. Quality of the hay was very good during early June 
but suffered in the high humidities and showers during June 
10-14. These rains though helped give second crop a boost 
where the first crop was removed. 

Frost hit many corn fields on the weekend of June 10 
and 11. The taller corn appears to have been affected the most 
but the crop should recover as the growing points of the 
plants remained healthy. Some corn was replanted where frost 
damage was severe. Prior to the frost, early corn had been 
developing well. Late planted corn had problems germinating 
during the dry weather but the good rains received in many 
areas from June 10-14 was beneficial for corn growth. The 
average height of corn in the State as of mid-June was 7 inches, 
the same as a year ago. 

Dry weather and damage from atrazine carryover were 
hurting the initial development of the 1972 oat crop. The 
moisture received during June 10-14 was very much needed. 
Early planted oats were heading out by mid-June in the cen- 
tral and southeastern areas of Wisconsin but progress was be- 
hind last year. 

Pastures were below normal most of the spring because 
of insufficient moisture. Pastures and soybeans improved after 
the rains. Tobacco planting was going good in the first half of 
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June. The pea harvest was underway by the middle of June 
but yields on early peas were hurt by hot dry weather in May. 
Gardens and commercial vegetable crops were damaged by 
the frost. Cherries were sizing good and picking of strawber- 
ries had begun by June 15. 


Weather Summary, May, 1972 














Temperature Precipitation 
Accumu- 

lative 

Station ° For Nor- depar- 

Low | High | Mean month mal ture 

since 

Jan. 1 

AMeOLy (ndctssreeverens 1.40 3055 = 3.2 
NSUPETIO“ hab eve ee 3531 3.84 at Ou 
SPOONER Gt as) rere 1-33 3.37 = 3.07, 
Bark Falls os see ee 2.24 3552) — 1.20 
Rhinelander). .0).....:. 2.13 3.50 ele: 
Medford) ae) 5.0 2 aac 1.44 4.03 — 2.75 
Marinettes occ creer 1.03 3.09 = eed 
Antigo? soe-simctaien:. 1.50 3.50 — 1.50 
River allspice 1.98 3.84 = 3250 
a Crosse meter ccun star 1.83 3.76 = 3:36 
Hatfield Dam....... 2:22 4.04 — 1.84 
Marshfield yas. retee 2.16 3.79 — 1.42 
Hancockivs. -issarsee 1.67 3.81 — 4.02 
Greem Bay aan ae -82 3.06 — 3.02 
Oshkosh serait 2.02 2.95 = 1,85 
Sheboyeanys. casas ier 2.97 3.12 = 11.06 
Manitowoc ........ 2.38 2.83 — 2.92 
Lancasteres See eee 2.40 3.85 — 2.58 
Darlington).). 3.225. 3.02 3.69 Sat 
Hillshoromeee caret. 1.92 3.64 — 4.11 
Portage: Gierem eens 1.74 3:22) = 3.61 
Madison, = eee ie 2.83 3.34 — 2.38 
Beloit .-: 7c4.e-eR eee 4.17 3.59 Te Oe: 
Milwaukee (airport) . . 2.33 3.16 20 
Average for 24 stations 212 3.50 — 2.21 
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